
 

NEWS FROM THE MUSE 
March- April 2008 

If you have news you would like to see included, send it to newsmuse@countryplayhouse.org  

 

It is known as a play “that changed American theatre 
forever.”  

  
And you can see this masterwork now, on our main stage, opening this Friday, February 29. A Raisin 
in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry is a dynamic story of a family's fight for their right to live in a 
previously all-white neighborhood. In their quest to move from a cramped apartment into a home of 
their own, the fictional Younger family is tested time and again, and come to realize that their true 
strength lies in knowing where they have come from and the power of their family bonds.  Playing 
only six performances (Feb. 29 - March 8), this is a production not to be missed!  
  
Raisin in the Sun was full of firsts when it debuted on Broadway in 1959. It was the first play to 
portray African-American themes, characters, and conflicts in a natural and realistic manner. Through 
the Younger family, Hansberry addressed many issues that were important at that time in the United 
States, yet ignored by many writers: family ties, feminism, identity, segregation, and the hopes and 
dreams of African-Americans in the late 1950’s.  
  

Raisin... was the first play ever written and produced on Broadway by an African-American woman. 
It was the first play on Broadway to be directed by an African-American director (Lloyd Richards, who 
became well known decades later for his work with August Wilson). It won the NY Drama Critics' 
Award for Best Play of the Year, and Hansberry, at 29, was the youngest playwright ever to win as 
well as being the first African-American writer to win this award. The production starred Sidney Poitier 
and Claudia McNeil -- both of whom were nominated for Tony Awards in 1960 for Best Actors, along 
with nominations for Best Play and Best Direction of a Play. In 1961 most of the Broadway cast 
reunited to perform in the movie version. 
  
Our cast includes: Osbie Shepard (as Walter Lee), Roxanna Barnes (Mama), 
 Erika Swanson (Beneatha), Shonda Thompson (Ruth), Brian Flora (George), LeDarrin J. 
Johnson-Taite (Joseph Asagai), Paul Blue (Bobo),  
Mike Switzer (Karl Lindner) and Terrell Barnes (Travis).  
  

The production is directed by Jon Harvey & Mark Carrier.  
  
Individual adult tickets are $20. Seniors (65+) and Students tickets are $17.  Reservations can be 
made through the website www.countryplayhouse.org or by calling the Box Office at 713/467-4497.  

http://www.countryplayhouse.org/


Tickets range in price from $17-20. A group rate for 20 or more is available.  
  
This production of Raisin in the Sun has been partially underwritten by the Cullen Trust for the 
Performing Arts. 

 

Little -legged creatures no longer. .. 
Ever wonder what would happen to the Peanuts gang if they were allowed to step out of the 
agelessness of a comic strip and grow up? Bert Royal, author of Dog Sees God, Confessions of a 
Teenage Blockhead, has answered the questions for you in this play, opening in our Black Box on 
Friday March 14, and playing through March 29. 
  
In Royal's unauthorized parody, Charlie Brown and all his friends and relations deal with the angst of 
their teenage years and their evolving identities as they grow up. It all starts when Charlie Brown’s 
dog dies of rabies, and Charlie begins to question the existence of an afterlife. His best friend is too 
burnt-out to provide any coherent speculation; his sister has gone goofy and can offer no help; his ex-
girlfriend has been institutionalized; and his other friends are too inebriated to give him any sort of 
solace. But, there is hope as this gang of friends career towards an ending that’s both haunting and 
helpful. 
  
Directed by the new Black Box Artistic Director, O'Dell Hutchison, the cast includes  
Brent Biggs (as CB); Erin Stallings (CB's Sister); Charles Foster (Van);  
Jordan Jaffe (Matt); John Dunn (Beethoven); Kelly Walker (Tricia);  
Jessica Knapp (Marcy); and Allison Marek (Van's Sister).  
  
Dog Sees God plays Friday and Saturday nights at 8pm, March 14 - 29. Tickets are $10.  
Reservations can be made through the website www.countryplayhouse.org or by calling the Box Office at 
713/467-4497.  (This production is not suitable for children or more sensitive audience members.)  

 

SORTING THROUGH THE FACTS AND RUMORSé 

At a time when plays were said to cause plagues and actors were considered disreputable, 
Shakespeare’s daughter Susanna heard many a sermon Against Actors in the conservative Stratford  
church. When the folio edition of his plays is printed in 1623, Susanna finally has the ammunition to 
challenge this negative opinion of her father. In Susanna and Will, a new play in our Black 
Box, running April 4 - 19, our Playwright in Residence, Diana Howie, explores this moment in 
Susanna’s life. 

  

As an actor, playwright, and theater owner, Will Shakespeare led a seemingly glamorous life in 
London, earning enough money to buy one of the largest houses in Stratford for his family back 
home. But Will was also an absent father, and Susanna's suppressed anger surfaces as she tries to 
sort out the truth of her father (and her family) for herself.  Inadvertently conjured up seven years after 
his death, Will has to fend for himself against his truth-seeking daughter. 

  

In the Second Act twenty years later, the Queen is occupying Susanna's large house (the one 
Will bought), and Susanna fears her Folio will be taken. Unwittingly conjured up again by Susanna, 
Will comes to his daughter's aide as she faces the frightening onset of Civil War. 

http://www.countryplayhouse.org/


  

Although the play has only a cast of two, the two actors bring to life a dozen other characters 
to give us a colorful portrait of England from 1590 to 1640. Elizabeth Marshall is Susanna, and John 
Kaiser plays Will. Bonnie Hewett directs. 

  

Susanna and Will plays 8 performances from April 4 - 19 on Friday and Saturday nights at 
8pm, and on Sundays at 2:30 pm.  Tickets are $10.  Reservations can be made through the website 
www.countryplayhouse.org or by calling the Box Office at 713/467-4497.  (The play is appropriate for 
children ages 12 and up.) 

 

Weõve got lots of new plays! 

Country Playhouse's New Play Reading Series, our annual presentation of new plays by Houston-
area authors, starts Sunday March 2 at 7pm.  Come share the fun of hearing brand-new work and 
have the delight of meeting the playwright afterwards. These free performances run for six Sundays in a 
row, March 2 through April 6 with a different author featured each Sunday night. No reservations are 
necessary.  
  

On March 2 Ed Vela cranks up the suspense with an orphaned boy and a hypnotherapist in his 
modern murder mystery thriller Deeper and Deeper.   

  
George Rapierôs musical for children, The Puddle Sprite, on March 9, takes us into a forest of 

talking animals, spirits, and vanishing resources.  
On March 16 Bob Scanlon looks at the problems faced by contemporary “put-together 

families” of three different kinds in his Newfangled Families.  
  

           Richard Reedôs comedy Grandpaôs Pixies, on March 23, will have you trying to figure out just 
who is crazy in this three-generational New England family.   
  

Wondering why we do what we do, and why we are where we are, starts the action for Daryl 
Bannerôs two one-acts, Welcome to the Party and Dead Wednesday, on March 30.    

  
And David Matuszakôs The Last Rolls Royce finishes the series on April 6. (The Rolls is part 

of a scam that backfires when the con artist is snookered by his 70 year-old victim.)  
  

         All performances are on Sunday nights, 7 pm in our Black Box. Come join us! 
 

 

Save the date for this classic comedy...  
 One of America's favorite plays Arsenic and Old Lace, by Joseph Kesselring, graces our 
Cerwinske Stage, April 25 - May 10. Although Kesselring thought he had written a dead-serious 
chilling murder mystery, the play turned out to be hilarious. Heywood Hale Broun called  it “A jolly 
gothic!  There’s never been anything like it!”   
 

Look forward to seeing these actors in the cast: Maud Ella Lindsley (as Abby Brewster), 
Carolyn Montgomery (Martha Brewster), Cecil Trent (Teddy Brewster), Brian Nichols (Mortimer 

http://www.countryplayhouse.org/


Brewster), Bryan Maynard (Jonathan Brewster), Glen Walton (Officer Brophy), Gordon Musgrove 
(Officer Klein), Amanda Baird (Elaine Harper), Devon Decker (Dr. Einstein), Louis Provenzano 
(Lieutenant Rooney), and Joe Floyd (as Mr. Witherspoon, Rev. Dr. Harper &  Mr. Gibbs).   Vicki 
Beard directs. 

 

A great place to meet people & have fun! 

  
If you’ve got a friend or family member who complains of not having enough friends or wanting 
something fun to do, have we got an opportunity for them!  Invite them to join in the camaraderie and 
community at the Playhouse. As one long-time member says, “We’re going into our 53rd year as a 
volunteer organization, so we must be doing something right!”  
 
Putting together a production can be magical, and an easy way to meet new people. If you can 
hammer, paint, or just hold the ladder, you will be welcomed backstage. We also sew costumes, label 
mailings, hang lights, and offer opportunities to learn new skills. If you would like to volunteer for 
helping behind-the-scenes on productions, contact Nicole Morgan at 
mainstage@countryplayhouse.org. 
 
Ushering or serving refreshments at our performances is another fun activity. Everyone is in a cheery 
mood, and you have a chance to greet and mingle with the other audience members. If you would like 
to volunteer for helping in the Lobby and assisting the audience (as well as see the show for free), 
contact Kathy Taylor at kvt516@comcast.net. 
  

 

Weôre pleased to sayé 
That foundations and organizations want to support our activities. The following have given funds to 
us for the 2007/2008 season:  

¶ Cullen Trust for the Performing Arts - $2,500 for A Raisin in the Sun 
¶ Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable Foundation - $5,000 for Operations 
¶ Houston Endowment Inc. - $15,000 for Operations 
¶ City of Houston through the Houston Arts Alliance - $14,900 for Operations 
¶ Salners Family Foundation - $8,000 for specific organizational project support 
¶ Texas Commission on the Arts - $3,515 for Operations. 

 

 

THE BUZZ ...  

    following Playhouse connections around Houston  and beyond...  
  
John Kaiser, Elizabeth Marshall, Bonnie Hewett, and Carl Masterson are all appearing in Regrets 
Only at Theatre Southwest through March 15th. Sheryl Stanley has directed this regional premiere of 
Paul Rudnick’s recent comedy examining marriage and friendship, and it is definitely full of laughs 
and good performances.  

mailto:mainstage@countryplayhouse.org
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Jeff Featherston and his wife Licia have a daughter! Savana Llayne was born January 30, making 
her debut at 8lbs. 9oz., and almost 19” long. As Jeff says, “She's beautiful if I do say so myself!”  
Their boy is adjusting to no longer being an only child, and all have been very busy since...  
  
Toby Mattox and Jim Salners will be performing in a concert reading of a new musical at Stages on 
March 10 and 11 at 7:30pm. Former Astro Larry Dierker started the process with his tale of a 
baseball player, and Paul English has put Larry’s lyrics to music.  
  
Many of you know that Barbara Lasater spent way too much time in the hospital in this new year, but 
daughter Lara Hermes reports that "Barbara is back home, recovering slowly but surely, and thanks 
everyone for their prayers." [That’s Lara’s report… Barbara has been sighted at CPH, so she’s not 
just sticking around the house.] 
  

 
-Calendar follows - -Print & Post! - - Calendar follows - - Print & Post!- 

 
  

Country Playhouse events through April 2008 

  
 A Raisin in the Sun on the Cerwinske Stage      February 29 – March 8 
                                                                                Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30pm;  
                                  Matinees on Sunday March 2 and Saturday March 8 at 2:30pm.  
  
Deeper and Deeper (reading) in the Black Box     Sunday, March 2, 7pm 
  
The Puddle Sprite (reading) in the Black Box        Sunday, March 9, 7pm 
  
Dog Sees God in the Black Box                            March 14 - 29 
                                                                               Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm 
  
Newfangled Families (reading) in the Black Box   Sunday, March 16, 7pm 
  
Grandpa's Pixies (reading) in the Black Box         Sunday, March 23, 7pm 
  
Welcome to the Family/  Dead Wednesday          Sunday, March 30, 7pm 
      (reading) in the Black Box 
  
Susanna and Will in the Black Box                        April 4 - 19 
                                                                               Fridays & Saturdays, 8pm 
                                                                               Sundays, 2:30pm 
  
The Last Rolls Royce                                            Sunday, April 6, 7pm 
     (reading) in the Black Box  
  
Arsenic and Old Lace on the Cerwinske Stage     April 25 - May 10 



                                                                               Fridays & Saturdays, 8pm 
                                                Matinees on Sundays, April 27 & May 4 at 2:30pm 

  

 

If you would like to modify your subscriptions (Newsletters, Audition Announcements or Show 
Announcements) or unsubscribe completely, you may do so by following the appropriate link below. 

 
To unsubscribe/change profile: click here.  
To subscribe: click here.  
 
12802 Queensbury 
Houston, Texas 77024 

 

http://www.mailermailer.com/x?u=79511963a-b140634e
http://www.mailermailer.com/x?oid=1006256L

