NEWS FROM THE MUSE jan-reb 2008

If you have news you would like to see included, send it to _.newsmuse@countryplayhouse.org
If you want to get your name on or off this e-mail list, contact cphweb@-countryplayhouse.org

A Hilarious Look Behind the Scenes in Hamlet...

Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead, Tom Stoppard’s comic masterpiece, kicks off
the Playhouse’s 2008 productions, playing Fridays and Saturdays, January 11 — 26, at
8pm in our Black Box.

This comedy concerns the misadventures and musings of Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern, two minor characters from William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and focuses on
their actions while Hamlet’s story unfolds in the background. The play provides a
worm’s eye view of a classical tragedy and is often compared with Samuel Beckett's
Waiting for Godot. As with many of Tom Stoppard's works, the play has a love for
cleverness and language, which it treats as a confounding system fraught with
ambiguity. It also includes some very distinctive Monty Pythonesque tweaks! When it
premiered in New York, it won both the Tony and New York Drama Critics Circle
awards. The reviewer for the New York Daily News called it “A stimulating, funny,
imaginative comedy.” (The New York Times was a little more fanciful: “Very funny, very
brilliant, very chilling; it has the dust of thought about it and the particles glitter excitingly
in the theatrical air.”)

Directed by Julie Thornley, Rosencrantz & Guildenstern features Allen Dorris and
John Mitsakis (as Rosencrantz and Guildenstern), Casey Coale, Jordan Real, Marc
Shellum, John Kaiser, Jessica Knapp, Nathan Suurmeyer, Wade Murphy, Brandon
Hobratschk and John Dunn.

Reservations can be made through the website www.countryplayhouse.org or by calling the
Box Office at 713/467-4497. All tickets are $10.

Turn of the Screw opens in February

Can evil exist in physical form? Or are demons merely the products of an overactive
imagination? Over a century ago, the masterful Henry James invited readers to decide
for themselves in his psychological thriller that’s been called “The granddaddy of all
ghost stories.”

This edge-of-your-seat stage adaptation by Douglas Jones places you directly beside
the ill-fated governess who'’s locked in a struggle with powers she can scarcely
understand. Will she save the souls of the children in her charge — or will she lose her
own in the process? And in the end, is it external or internal demons that pose her the
greatest threat? This classic tale offers much to consider in our society’s contemporary
debate on the nature of good and evil.
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Rachel Mattox directs this adaptation of The Turn Of The Screw, which is set in 1858
in England. The cast includes Julie Ann Williams as the Governess, Craig Cashio as
the children’s uncle, J. Allman as the Housekeeper Mrs. Grose, and features Katerina
Pasat, Connor Heaton, Thomas White and Aimee Borders.

Performances on the Cerwinske Stage are scheduled for February 8 - 16: Fridays &
Saturdays at 7:30pm; Thursday Feb. 14 at 7:30pm; and matinees on Sunday Feb.10
and Saturday Feb.16 at 2:30pm. Tickets range from $17-20. Reservations can be
made through the website www.countryplayhouse.org or by calling the Box Office at
713/467-4497.

News from the Annual Meeting

President Bobby Linhart presented a long list of accomplishments for the year, many
of which are noticeable to anyone walking into the Playhouse. Facility highlights include:

replacement of the roof and all air conditioning units, new safety procedures in place,
refurbishment of many elements throughout the building, re-organization (and clearing
out) of all storage areas, and placement of show posters in the front windows. Artistic
highlights include: increased attendance at all events, availability of a technical director
to assist play production teams and oversee equipment use, a city-wide event involving
many of Houston’s theater groups (MadCap24), and reviews of all productions in the
Houston Press.

In 2008 we look forward to filling every seat for our very full year of productions and
other activities, refurbishing the marquee, and paying off the $100,000 loan for the
improvements made in 2007. We are also part of the ongoing developments in the
Town and Country area. As Bobby says, “It is true that the Board of Directors of the
Playhouse is discussing the possibility of a new theater facility very near to where we
are now. The owners of Town & Country Village are considering major changes to the
area around our present location, and their plans would involve moving us to a nearby
site. The Board is listening, and will be interested in determining if the proposed
changes would be advantageous to the Playhouse. Stay tuned...”

Board members elected at the 2007 Annual Meeting include: Christy Albeck, Penny
Corden, Kathy Davis, Nicole Morgan, and Sarah St. John. Their terms will run for
three years. The other nine board members’ terms expire in 2009.

Officers elected for 2008 are Bobby Linhart (President), Toby Mattox (VP/Long-range
Planning), Sarah St. John (VP/Facilities), Tamara Siler (Secretary), and Christy
Albeck (Treasurer).

The other current Board members include: Scott Brogan, Marinel Cerwinske, John
Mitsakis, Stuart Purdy, Jim Salners, and Kathy Taylor.

Grants
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We recently heard that the Cullen Trust for Performing Arts has given an award to the
Playhouse for the first time, and the City of Houston through the Houston Arts Alliance
has increased their funding from last year. The Playhouse is now supported in part by
generous grants not only from these sources, but also from the Houston Endowment
Inc., the Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable Foundation, the Texas Commission on
the Arts, and the Salners Family Foundation.

Losing a theater treasure...

Many of you attended the Memorial Service for Country Playhouse Founding Member
Herb Cerwinske. He died on November 9" at the age of 91. Along with his wife
Alceste who died just a few years ago, Herb helped nurture this theatre along its more-
than-fifty-year history, and could be seen in the front row of the audience for just about
every production on both our stages. His quick wit and support for all our endeavors
stayed with him seemingly forever. He was a visitor at Board meetings as recently as a
month or two before his death. It was on November 17, 2000, that we commemorated
the larger stage in the name of Herb and Alceste Cerwinske. Their daughter Marinel
continues their devotion to our Playhouse by remaining an active and involved member,
serving on the Board and volunteering regularly for front-of-house assignments.

AUDITIONS

Auditions for Raisin in the Sun are currently scheduled for January 19 & 20. Check the
website for details, www.countryplayhouse.org.

Acting Classes

Spring Semester for the Barbara Lasater Acting Company (BLAC) will start mid-
January. Contact Barbara at lasaterb@aol.com for more information.

VOl CEOVER WORKSHOP at CPH in Janua

Well-known voiceover coach Bettye Zoller Seitz* will be in Houston at The Playhouse
on Saturday January 19 and Sunday January 20. She’ll present: The Business of
Voiceovers - Strictly Business; Audio Book Narration Techniques; and Character
and Cartoon Voices. These sessions are scheduled as follows:

January 19 Saturday: 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Business of Voiceovers. How voice
actors make big money on their home computers and through booking agents
worldwide in today's radically changed voiceover marketplace. Find out how you can get
in on this fabulous field!!! $275

January 20 Sunday: 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Audiobook Narration Techniques for Actors.
Use your craft and skill to make money reading and acting audiobook publications. The
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audiobook market is bigger and better than ever and actors are highly prized as
readers! Take home materials included! $195

January 20 Sunday: 5:30-9:30 p.m. Character and Cartoon Voice Workout. Make
those voices in your head pay money as you work as a voice actor in commercials,
videogames, anime, cartoons, and more! $160

Enroll in all three workshops and save $35!! Fee for all three=$595. Second and
subsequent members of same immediate family can enroll at discount. Request
information by phoning 214-638-TALK (8255)

*Bettye Zoller is a legendary voiceover artist and coach who has started so many in the
voice acting business over the span of some thirty-four years! She is a Simon and
Schuster audio book author and reader, and winner of CLIOS, ADDYS, and GOLDEN
RADIOS. She also will be available by appointment for private

consultations in Houston on January 21-22 at a location to be announced to those
enrolled. Guest instructors at the Country Playhouse workshops include Barbara
Lasater, Scott Feighner, and Jacqueline McCall!

You can enroll in one or all three workshops and a private consultation too on website
www.voicesvoices.com in the online store and you can phone 214-638-TALK (8255) to
request information or if you need info on paying by check or money order.

Ms. Zoller also will be available for private career consultations on Monday January 21
at a Houston location. Check the website www.voicesvoices.com for complete details
or phone 214-638-TALK (8255) or email btzol@aol.com.

Local Writers Featured 108 New Play Reading Series

Reserve the five Sunday evenings in March (and also April 6™) to hear new plays by six
local playwrights. More information will on the website and in the March-April e-News
From the Muse. Admission price? Free!

THE BUZZ...

following Playhouse connections around Houston and beyond...

Andrew Edison, a talented young actor who has studied with Barbara Lasater and
has been a member of the Rag Tag Players for several years, has co-produced a short
9-minute film that is winning awards. So far, the film has won: the Grand Festival Award
for Young Producers at the Berkeley Film and Video Festival 2007; the Best Film By A
Young Filmmaker Award at the Eugene International Film Festival 2007; and has been
named an Official Selection of both the International Student Film Festival Hollywood
2007 and the Gulf Coast Film Festival 2007.

Even better news, Andrew’s film, Tile M for Murder, stars Tina Samuelsen & Kurt
Bauer, actors frequently seen on the CPH stages. You don’t have to travel to L.A. to
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see the film either — you can watch in on Andrew’s website
www.wheresmymonkeyfilms.com. There’s also a website for the film,
www.tilemformurder.com

Kurt, by the way, can also be heard as the Radio Voice for the Brilliant Lecture Series,
and he has been cast in another short movie, Mortal Coil.

Don’t miss Tony Kushner & Jeanine Tesori’s original musical Caroline, or Change at
Main Street Theater, January 2 — 20™. The cast includes Tamara Siler as Caroline, Jim
Salners as the grandfather Mr.Stopnick, and Zona Meyer as Grandma Gellman. (It's
too late now, but hopefully you did not miss Zona doing a star turn as the eccentric
singer Florence Foster Jenkins in Glorious. It played at College of the Mainland in
November.)

Stacie (Williams) and Brent Biggs are the Playhouse’s latest new parents: Maxwell
Forrest Biggs arrived on October 8™, and the little fella has been entertaining Brent
and Stacie ever since!

-Calendar follows - -Print & Post! - - Calendar follows - - Print & Post!-

Country Playhouse events through February 2008

Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead in the Black Box January 11 — 26, Fri & Sat
at 8pm

Voiceover Workshop January 19 & 20

Turn of the Screw on the Cerwinske Stage February 8 - 16
Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30pm;
Thursday Feb. 14 at 7:30pm;
Matinees on Sunday Feb.10 and Saturday Feb.16 at 2:30pm.

Auditions for Raisin in the Sun January 19 & 20
(check www.countryplayhouse.orfpr details)

Raisin in the Sun on the Cerwinske Stage February 29 — March 8
Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30pm;
Matinees on Sunday March 2 and Saturday March 8 at 2:30pm.
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